
Food for Thought 

•  U.S. per capita food waste has progressively increased, reaching more  
  than 1,400 calories per person per day or 150 trillion calories per year. (1)  

•  40% of all food produced in the U.S. is thrown out. (1)  

•  Food waste accounts for more than one quarter of the total freshwater 
  consumption and ~300 million barrels of oil per year. (1)  

•  Food waste is more than 14% of the total municipal solid waste stream.  
  Less than 3% of the 34 million tons of food waste generated in 2009 was 
  recovered and recycled.  The rest — 33 million tons — was thrown away. (2)  

•  40-50% of all food ready for harvest in the U.S. never gets eaten. (3) 

•  More than 50 million Americans live in food insecure households. (4)   

•  14.7% of American households were food insecure at least some time  
  during 2009. (5) 

•  Georgia is one of five states with statistically significant higher household  
  food insecurity rates than the national average — 15.6%. (4) 
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